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F.B.I. Kept Close Watch 


A longtime friendship between J. 
Edgar Hoover and William 0. Douglas 
soured in the McCarthy era when the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation began 
to question the Justice's loyalty as a re- 
sult of his views about die rights of 
Communists, according to F.B I. docu- 
ments. 

Consequently^ the bureau kept track 
of Justice Douglas's political state- 
ments, scoured his judicial opinions 
and checked on his friends and neigh- 
bors for evidence of subversive influ- 
ences. 

According to the 500 pages of files ob- 
tained under the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act, the unlikely friendship be- 
tween the F.B.I. Director and the As- 
sociate Justice who spent 36 years on 
the Supreme Court lasted from the late 
1930's through the early 1950's. The de- 
cline in their relationship started after 
Justice Douglas’s 1951 dissent in 
United States v. Dennis, in which the 
convictions of the national officers of 
the Co mmunis t Party for conspiring to 
overthrow the Government were ad- 
firmed by the Court. 

Ties Embarrassed Hoover 

Over the next few years, Mr. Hoover 
became embarrassed by his ties to the 
increasingly outspoken and liberal Jus- 
tice. When the Justice Department re- 
quested information about Justice 
Douglas in 1954, a notation was affixed 
to the F.B.I. files: "Attached memo- 
randum does not include the following 
information not believed suitable for 
dissemination: Douglas has had cor- 
dial relations with [the bureau] since 

1937.” . . 

In another bureau memorandum 
prepared for the Attorney General, it 
was noted that in several cases where 
the Supreme Court ruled "against 
issues which appeared to be Commu- 
nist-supported, Justice Douglas ren- 
dered dissenting opinions, indicating 
his stand favorable to these issues/' 
However, the bureau's analyses were 
deleted before the memorandum was 
sent. 

According to a Douglas biographer, 
James F. Simon, dean of the New York 
Law School, "Douglas was a strong 
anti -Communist" and his "sentiments 


were not different from Hoover's in 
that way." Nevertheless, the docu- 
ments show that in 1954, Gov. Arthur B. 
Langlie of Washington sent a report to 
Attorney General Herbert Brownell Jr. 
regarding a "colony of Communist 
sympathizers" living In the area near 
Justice Douglas’s cabin in La Push, 
Wash. * - 

Report Listed Douglas Guests 

The report, prepared by the Wash- 
ington State Police at the Governor's 
request, contained information from a 
police investigator and various confi- 
dential informers. It was turned over to 
the bureau for investigation. 

Among other things, the report listed 
a number oi guests who attended a. 
party at Justice Douglas's cabin, 
guests found by the Washington State 
Police to be "not the type to be associ- 
ated with any real American." 

One Douglas friend of "doubtful loy- 
alty" named in the report was Owen 
Lattimore. Mr. Lattimore, who had 
been accused of participating in a State 
Department espionage ring, reportedly 
used the Douglas cabin for two weeks 
after testifying before the Senate Sub- 
committee on Internal Security. Mr. 
Lattimore was later acquitted of a per- 
jury charge. 

The state patrol was not only con- 
cerned with home-grown Marxists. The 
Washington officials apparently be- 
lieved that the area around Justice 
Douglas’s cabin, near a naval air sta- 
tion and a beach, might make a good 
landing area for Soviet forces. 

Bureau Faults Report 

After two and a half months, the bu- 
reau determined that the Washington 
State Police report was a poorly veiled 
attempt by the Governor to gain favor 
with Attorney General Brownell so he 
could obtain a judicial appointment. 
* The bureau concluded that there was 
no large-scale Communist activity in 
the area. 

But agents did follow up on the Latti- 
more- Douglas connection. In May 1954, 
the bureau interviewed a friend of Jus- 
tice Douglas’s about the Justice's as- 
sociation with Mr. Lattimore. Accord- 
ing - to the friend, Justice Douglas had 
been asked to join the Communist un- 
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derground. Preparations' were made to 
interview Justice Douglas about the 
story but the files show no record of this 
being done and the matter was dropped 
without further explanation. 

Several years later, according to the 
documents, the bureau investigated al- 
legations of connections between Jus- 
tice Douglas and organized crime and 
of interests in gambling concessions in 
the Dominican Republic. Justice Doug- 
las was president of the Albert Parvin 
Foundation, which was set up by the 
owner of a Las Vegas casino. 

The documents indicate that ma- 
terial resulting from this investigation 
was turned over to Representative Ger- 
ald R. Ford in 1970 when he called for 
the impeachment of Justice Douglas. 

At that time, the Justice believed 
that the bureau had concealed listening 
devices in his office and as a precaution 
he carried on important conversations 
in the hallway. There is no evidence in 
the documents, however, that elec- 
tronic surveillance was used to listen to 
Justice Douglas’s conversations. 

Upon completing an investigation, 
the special House Judiciary subcom- 
mittee concluded that there were no 
grounds for impeaching Justice Doug- 
las. 

Though the bureau’s files on Justice 
Douglas cover the time period from 
1937 until two years before his death in 
I960, the bureau showed no active inter- 
est in him after 1971. 




